
THOMAS TUCCI JR. 
Chairman 

KENNETH J. LUCIANIN 
Vice Chairman 

ELIZABETH CALABRESE 
DAVIDS. CATUOGNO 
MILDRED C. CRUMP 
SCOTT M. HECK 
LUIS A. QUINTANA 
Commissioners 

Judith A. Enck 
Regional Administrator 

Health 
600 Wilson A venue 

Newark, New Jersey 07105 
P (973) 466-2915 F (973) 817-5738 

www.nj.gov/pvsc 

September 28, 2016 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 2 
290 Broadway 
New York, NY 10007-1866 

Dear Administrator Enck: 

GREGORY A. TRAMONTOZZI 
Executive Director 

JOSEPH F. KELLY 
Clerk 

I write to you on behalf of the Passaic Valley Sewerage Commission ("PVSC"). PVSC is 
facing an unprecedented series of three (3) separate enforcement initiatives of the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency ("USEPA"), all of which share one common primary issue from 
PVSC's perspective: combined sewer overflows ("CSOs"). The three enforcement initiatives are: 
(1) the Superfund remediation of the Passaic River; (2) reduction of CSOs through the National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permitting program; (3) an ongoing Clean Water Act 
enforcement action against PVSC. We respectfully request a meeting with you and your staff to 
discuss potential resolution of these three matters in a manner which allows both USEP A and 
PVSC to best serve the public health and welfare. 

As general background, PVSC owns and operates a 330-million-gallon-per-day wastewater 
treatment plant in Newark, New Jersey. Serving approximately 1.5 million people every day, 
PVSC is the fifth-largest publicly-owned treatment works in the United States. PVSC's treatment 
district encompasses or parts of 48 municipalities in northeastern New Jersey. Eight (8) of 
those municipalities own and operate local collection systems that are combined sewers. The eight 
municipalities are Newark, Jersey City, Paterson, Bayonne, Harrison, Kearny, East Newark, and 
North Bergen. Between them, these municipalities own and operate 68 CSO outfalls in PVSC's 
treatment district. 

As USEPA is aware, last year the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
("NJDEP") issued new CSO permits under the NPDES program. Those permits went into effect 
on July 1, 2015. The permits require the development of a Long Term Control Plan ("LTCP") for 
the drastic reduction or elimination of CSO events. The permits also specifically call for 
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matter. 
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bee: E. Esteves (via email) 
S. Lipke (via email) 
M. Witt (via email) 
R. Iossa (via email) 
K. Tucker (via email) 
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